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THE CROSS MEANS PEACE

If I had only one sermon to preach it should be about God’s

great salvation. In this anxious age, however, men seem more
concerned for peace than salvation. Paul brings both concepts

into timely juxtaposition in Colossians, hence this sermon on

“The Cross Means Peace.”

— Samuel H. Moffett

The Presbyterian Church in Korea
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11. THE CROSS MEANS PEACE

"Making peace by the blood of his cross.” - Colossians 1:20
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ants, not to harm pilgrims and merchants and farmers, not to cut

down trees and destroy fields of grain. It was an attempt to make
of war a private little game between princes, a sport for gentle-

men, and not the all-devouring disaster that it is today. When
you blame the church for the crusades, remember to credit it

with the Peace of God. But even that was not real peace.

No, it is not world peace that the cross brings, but rather

peace for the world: peace in two senses. In the cross we see a

sovereign God overruling all disorder by the order and peace of

His own perfect will; and in the cross we have a present anticipa-

tion of future peace.

The first is peace on a cosmic scale. Brooding above the eddies

and whirlpools of this small restless wotW there is peace in the

sovereign will of God. All our times are in His hands. At the

very moment when chaos reached its climax in the death of

Christ on the cross, by the unfathomable will of the living God
that climax of chaos, the cross, became the foundation of our

peace. For even the terrible cross is ordained of God, and in

the order of His universe it becomes peace.

If that sounds paradoxical, perhaps it can be illustrated by a

familiar picture you will all remember, the old picture of St.

George and the Dragon. St. George is above, in shining armor,

grasping the banner of the cross in one hand. In the other he
holds a sword or a spear, and it drips with the blood of the

dragon at his feet. Some have noted a strange paradox in the

impression that picture gives. At first glance it is all primeval

struggle and conflict. But there is one significant detail that wipes

out that first impression. St. Georges foot is on the neck of the

dragon, and somehow that one small, central detail transforms

the over-all effect of the picture from struggle into peace. Of
course, if we look only at the dragon, twisting as it dies, there is

no peace. But do not leave out St. George. Look at his foot. It

is always on the neck of the dragon, and there is peace.

Now the cross stands at that moment in history when God,
like St. George, brings His foot down. When we look at the

world, as when we look at the picture, the first impression is one
of unending struggle. But if we keep our eyes on God, then in

the world as in the picture, we see things in their true proportion,

and we find His peace.

The cross lifts the curtain of the ages and lets us see that when
the powers of darkness, like clouds swirling out of the pit, threaten

to snuff out the Light of the world, at that very moment the Light

is declared gloriously inextinguishable. When Satan battles with
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the Son of God, even as he nails Him to the cross, victory is with

the Son. And that means peace — a peace far greater than

this little world of ours can comprehend, a peace beyond time

in eternity, peace on a cosmic scale. ... in him to reconcile

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace

by the blood of his cross.”

The victory on the cross is only a foretaste of the blessed time

when the Christ whom the cross could not hold will return as

conqueror and prince of peace; “when the lion shall lie down

with the lamb, when men shall beat their swords into ploughshares

and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not rise against

nation, and they shall study war no more” (Isa. 2:4).

Of course, that time is not here yet. The fight is not over.

But peace in a very real sense is here already, for peace anticipated

can bring peace. It is something like the peace and assurance

that a doctor brings into a home made frantic by sudden illness.

The doctor has come, and it is all right. Is the child all well? No,

but the doctor has come, and the anxious parents relax as they

watch him about his work, steady and calm and sure. The danger

is not past, but peace is already in the home.

That is one way the cross brings peace. God has come into

the world. The struggle is not over, but the cross is empty,

and Christ fives, and He has overcome the world.

This is my Father’s world, O let me ne'er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong,

God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world, the battle is not done;

Jesus who died shall be justified,

And earth and heaven be one.

II. But is that enough? How is that peace made real to us now?

Is there not a danger that a peace which must be big enough for

the stars and for eternity will be so vast and abstract that it will

completely miss you and me, struggling as we are in our little

moment of time? Is there not a chance that peace which must

be always anticipated may never come true? After all, we are

living in the present, not the future. We are in the picture, not

looking at it from outside, and what comfort is there in the

knowledge that God’s foot is on the dragon’s neck if we are being

cut to pieces by its thrashing tail? What does the cross mean now?

Does it mean peace for brother fighting against brother in Viet

Nam? Does it mean peace for the Negro in Alabama, for a

woman about to die from cancer, for a man who has tried and
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failed to shake free from the habits of sin? There is a difference

between the peace of God’s ultimate victory over all, which is

sure but cosmic; and the peace of our salvation, which is very

personal but not sure for all, as Jesus weeping over Jerusalem

made very clear.

He did all He could to make it sure. He came even to the

cross in a deed that says more eloquently than any words that

God loves us and that the peace He would give us is personal

peace, peace even under the thrashing tail of the dragon, for

that is exactly where He came to win us our peace. He made
peace in suffering through the blood of His cross, and not all the

struggles and sorrows or history can take that peace away.

We may not fully understand it. God’s ways are not our ways,

nor His thoughts our thoughts. Probe deeply enough and all

God’s ways are mystery. But we do know in part. That’s what

the Word of God is for. It tells us how Jesus reconciled the love

and justice of God, taking on Himself on the cross the punishment

for our sins, the penalty for man’s mistakes.

The rest is up to us. God’s work of love and reconciliation on

the cross is accomplished. We can be sons, not strangers, if like

the prodigal we will but return in faith and love to the Father.

All it takes is an act of the will, a step of faith. The barriers are

down. He took the punishment, and ours can be the peace.

I have heard how one old Christian saint put it. She was
crippled with disease. A friend asked her, “Do you suffer much?”
“Yes,” she said, “but there is no nail here,” and she pointed to her

hand. “He had the nails, I have the peace.” She pointed to her

head. “There are no thorns here. He had the thorns, I have

the peace.” She touched her side. “There is no spear here. He
had the spear, I have the peace.”

This is part of our salvation, a glorious part of what the apostle

meant when he wrote of Jesus Christ: “making peace by the

blood of his cross.”

UNDERSTANDING CALVARY

After prayerfully contemplating the content of a hypothetical

last sermon, I became convinced that it should contain the heart

of the gospel. In one sermon it is impossible to run the range of

all the essential doctrines of the Christian faith. To communicate

the gospel, it is essential to center our thinking upon the cross by

which, in the wisdom of God, His redemptive love was exhibited

and His justice satisfied. For the cross to be efficacious, however,

it is essential to declare and believe in the incarnation and to be

assured of the resurrection. The incarnation imparts value to the

work done upon Calvary and the resurrection vindicates that

work before the court of heaven and in the courts of men. The

gospel of Calvary was made necessary because of the sin of man.

It is the divine answer to sin in the individual, in the community,

and in the cosmic order.

One would like, also, to bear a personal testimony to the

efficaciousness of Calvary in his personal deliverance from the

guilt and power of sin. But one sermon cannot contain everything,

so I choose “Understanding Calvary.”

— Harold
J.

Ockenga
The Congregational Church
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